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synopsis 
 
The following is a simple document with screenshots providing step-by-step instructions for 
importing the VMware Virtual Infrastructure Management Appliance (VIMA) using the import 
wizard in the Virtual Infrastructure Client. It is intended to be read in conjunction with the 
appropriate revision of the VMware Infrastructure Management Assistant Administrator's and 
Developer's Guide. 
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VIMA 1.0 was released on October 27 2008 as an appliance to replace VMware’s Remote CLI 
(RCLI). The VIMA (and the RCLI before it), were particularly useful for running commands against 
ESXi hosts and, more recently, used for running sVMotion commands against VMs. Since the 
release of vSphere 4, a new version of the appliance has been released, rendering some of the 
information and detail in this guide obsolete. I believe this is just one of the many reasons I’ll 
never write a complete technical manual, as it seems to have a certain built-in obsolescence that 
drives me nuts. Nonetheless, it is useful as a guide to providing an illustration of the steps 
required to import a virtual appliance into a Virtual Infrastructure environment.  
 
Further information on the vMA can be found at http://www.vmware.com/support/developer/vima/, 
including the release notes and a handy guide in Adobe pdf format. If you want to check out some 
of the available VMware Virtual Appliances, check out http://www.vmware.com/appliances/. Some 
vendors also release appliances independently of VMware.  
 
The first step in importing the VIMA is to select File – Virtual Appliance - Import from the VI 
Client. You’re then greeted by the Import Virtual Appliance Wizard. 
 

 
Figure 1 – Select Import Location 

 
As can be seen from the above screenshot, there are a number of options available when 
importing a virtual appliance into the environment. The first will let you browse VMware’s on-line 
“Virtual Appliance Marketplace” for the appliance you wish to import. Alternatively, the appliance 
can be imported from a file that has been previously downloaded. It should be noted that the 
appliance should have the .ovf file extension for this to work. Finally, the appliance can be 
imported directly from a specified URL, as is the case in the previous example. Clicking Next will 
yield the following screen. 
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Figure 2 – Virtual Appliance Details 

 
The appliance details are then displayed, assuming that the URL was correctly specified, and the 
host had access to the internet. In this example, build 124830 of the VIMA is the appliance to be 
imported, it is 415MB in size to download, and it occupies 4096 MB of space on disk. I always 
find that clicking Next is an excellent way to proceed with software wizards. 
 

 
Figure 3 – End User License Agreement 

 
Like all good (and bad) software, an End User License Agreement (EULA) is presented for your 
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perusal, and ultimately, for your acceptance. Funnily enough, you cannot proceed with the wizard 
until you’ve agreed to VMware’s no doubt nefarious terms and conditions. I say nefarious only 
because I’ve never actually read the VIMA EULA, and am simply assuming that, because 
VMware is a software company, their EULA will be evil. Of course, it might not be, but I am not a 
patient man, so I always accept EULAs so I can get on with using the software. You should seek 
your own legal advice when it comes to this. 
 

 
Figure 4 – Select a Name and Location 

 
The appliance needs a name, and it needs somewhere to live. I know we all need those things, 
so I don’t feel too badly about giving it a name. That said, I’d feel better if it wasn’t an entirely 
generic name, so how about we give it something that makes sense in our particular 
environment? This is also your opportunity to put it in a VM folder that makes sense to you and 
your environment, rather than that old faithful “Discovered Virtual Machine”. 
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Figure 5 – Give it a real name 

 
In this example, every guest has CLA as a prefix. It made sense at the time, so why don’t we 
continue along this road? I treat the VIMA as something akin to a second vCenter server, so it 
gets a number 2 at the end. Of course, the VIMA really isn’t anything like vCenter, but that’s the 
name it was given. 
 

 
Figure 6 – Choose a Datastore 

 
Choosing a Datastore for the appliance is not the most critical decision you’ll make today, but I 
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recommend you choose a location that is on shared storage, and somewhere that has enough 
space. Of course, feel free to ignore me at your peril. 
 

 
Figure 7 – Network Mapping 

 
Management appliances without network connectivity are fairly pointless and the VIMA is no 
exception. In this example, the default internal production vSwitch is selected.  
 

 
Figure 8 – Ready to Complete 
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The appliance is almost ready to do its thing. All you need to do is confirm that you’ve gotten the 
details correct, and click on Finish to, well, finish. 
 

 
Figure 9 – Import Progress 

 
The import progress is then displayed. Funnily enough, depending on the bandwidth available to 
the internet, this may take some time, or not so long. Once it has completed, you can find the 
appliance in your farm, ready to power on and use. 


