
penguinpunk.net 
cohesity c2500 deployment guide 
revision 0.1 
 
 
synopsis 
 
The following is a simple document providing visual guidance on the process required to deploy a 
Cohesity C2500 4-node appliance. This guide assumes you’ve already racked and cabled the 
appliance. I’ve obfuscated the serial numbers and IP addresses used in this example, but you should 
work with your Cohesity team to understand the configuration requirements before the gear is in the 
rack. 
 
More information about Cohesity can be found here - https://www.cohesity.com.  
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overview 
The process is fairly simple. You connect to a port on node 1 to configure the physical node IP 
addresses and the cluster.  
 

process 

laptop setup 
The first step is to make sure you have the right equipment. Cohesity uses mDNS 
(http://www.multicastdns.org) for node communication during the initialisation process. The node 
discovery works best with an Apple-based laptop. And be sure to turn off services that clobber 
multicast, or you’ll get very frustrated. 
 

hardware and cluster setup 
Once you’ve plugged your laptop into the interface on node 1, you’ll need to wait for it to time out and 
assign itself a private IP address. It’s also a good idea to turn off any other interfaces for this part of 
the procedure. 
 

 
Figure 1 - Self-assigned IP Address 

 
Once you have your laptop on the right range, fire up Safari and go to http://chassis-ClusterSetupSN-
node-1.local. The Cluster Setup serial number can be found on the front of the chassis. If, for some 
reason, you can’t connect to the node, you can run the following command from your laptop to ensure 
things aren’t being blocked. 
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Last login: Tue Feb 20 07:53:50 on console 
Dans-MacBook-Pro:~ dan$ dns-sd -Z _cohesity._tcp 
Browsing for _cohesity._tcp 
DATE: ---Tue 20 Feb 2018--- 
 9:20:55.493  ...STARTING... 
 
; To direct clients to browse a different domain, substitute that domain in place of '@' 
lb._dns-sd._udp                                 PTR     @ 
 
; In the list of services below, the SRV records will typically reference dot-local Multicast DNS names. 
; When transferring this zone file data to your unicast DNS server, you'll need to replace those dot-local 
; names with the correct fully-qualified (unicast) domain name of the target host offering the service. 
 
_cohesity._tcp                                  PTR     NexusFreeNode-1811XXXXXXXXXX6._cohesity._tcp 
NexusFreeNode-1811XXXXXXXXXX6._cohesity._tcp    SRV     0 0 23456 chassis-BQXXXXXXXX85-node-1.local. ; Replace with unicast FQDN of target host 
NexusFreeNode-1811XXXXXXXXXX6._cohesity._tcp    TXT     "hn=chassis-BQXXXXXXXX85-node-1" "pm=C2505" "sn=1" "swVersion=4.1.2_release-
20171204_257a191b" "cs=BQKP74907485" "nm=S2600TPR" "ns=BQTP74000383" "ii=10.xxx.xxx.xx1" "cm=Haswell" 
 
^C 
Dans-MacBook-Pro:~ dan$ 
 
You’ll get a warning that it isn’t a safe connection.  
 

 
Figure 2 - This Connection Is Not Private 

 
You’ll want to select “visit this website”. Once you’ve done that, you’ll be presented with a login screen 
for the Cohesity Dashboard. 
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Figure 3 - Cohesity Dashboard Login (1) 

 
Log in with the username admin and the appropriate Cohesity-supplied password. 
 

 
Figure 4 - Cohesity Dashboard Login (2) 

 
You’ll be presented with the Initial Cluster Setup screen. Hopefully you’ll see the correct amount of 
chassis and nodes listed.  
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Figure 5 - Start Initial Cluster Setup 

 
You’ll then have an opportunity to select any unmanaged nodes and add them to the cluster. Note 
that you need a minimum of three nodes to get started. 
 

 
Figure 6 - Select Nodes (1) 

 
Select all of the nodes and click on “Select Nodes”. 
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Figure 7 - Select Nodes (2) 

 
You’ll now need to enter the physical interface IP addresses for each node, along with IPMI interface 
details. The IPMI addresses do not need to be in the same subnet as the cluster, but they do need to 
be in the same subnet as the other IPMI addresses in the cluster. 
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Figure 8 - Add Settings for the Selected Nodes 

 
Once you’ve added in the IP details, you’ll then need to specify cluster settings, including gateways 
and subnet masks.  
 

 
Figure 9 - Specify Cluster Settings (1) 

 
For any number of reasons, Cohesity don’t currently support Windows-based NTP servers. Ensure 
that you test your NTP infrastructure prior to deploying the cluster. Just trust me on that. 
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Figure 10 - Specify Cluster Settings (2) 

 
You’ll also need to add a hostname and VIP addresses. This hostname should be resolvable via 
DNS, and you should have A records for each of the VIPs. 
 

 
Figure 11 - Add VIP or VIP Range 

 
Once you click on “Create Cluster”, you’ll see the button get animated. 
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Figure 12 - Create Cluster 

 
The Cluster Setup Status is then displayed. You can click on “Show Details” to see the steps as they 
happen and check that everything is working as expected. 
 

 
Figure 13 - Cluster Setup Status 

 
Once the Cluster Setup has finished, you’ll be presented with an IP address to click on to login to the 
cluster for the first time. 
  

 
Figure 14 - Cluster Creation Complete 

 
The first time you login to the cluster, you’ll need to supply a license key. Contact Cohesity support if 
you don’t have this. 
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Figure 15 - Enter License Key 

 
And that’s it, you’re ready to start configuring your data protection environment. And do other cool 
stuff. 
 
 
 
 


